Congress of the United States
MWashington, BE 20515

August 31, 2016

Attorney General Loretta Lynch
U.S. Department of Justice

050 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530

Dear Attorney General Lynch,

As the authors of the Rafael Ramos and Wenjian Liu National Blue Alert Act (Public Law No:
114-12), we are concerned about the lack of progress made in implementing this important law
over the past fifteen months. This is especially troubling in light of the deadly attacks on law
enforcement in Dallas, Baton Rouge, and across the country.

As you know, the Blue Alert Act facilitates a national Blue Alert communications network
within the Department of Justice (DOJ) to disseminate information on the serious injury or death
of a law enforcement officer in the line of duty, an officer who is missing in connection with the
officer’s official duties, or an imminent and credible threat that an individual intends to cause the
serious injury or death of a law enforcement officer.

We understand implementation of the Blue Alert Act is being handled by the Office of
Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS). This Act requires an existing officer at DOJ to
act as the National Coordinator of the Blue Alert communications network. Section 4,
Subsection (f) of the law requires this Coordinator to submit a report to Congress on his or her
activities and the effectiveness and status of the Blue Alert plans that are in effect or being
developed. The statute requires the issuance of this report by May 19, 2016, however, we
understand no report has been submitted to Congress. We urge the swift implementation of this
important law and seek your response to the following questions:

1) Has the COPS Office designated anyone to act as the National Coordinator of the Blue
Alert communications network? If not, when does the COPS Office plan to appoint a
Coordinator?

2) Has the COPS Office begun working with states and local governments to promote
compatible and integrated Blue Alert plans throughout the United States? If so, please
provide us with a detailed update on the work that has been done. What have been some
of the challenges encountered in coordinating and integrating these systems?

3) What is the status of the report required by law on the activities of the Coordinator and

the effectiveness and status of the Blue Alert plans that are in effect or being developed?
When does the COPS Office plan to provide this report to Congress?
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Every day our nation’s law enforcement officials put their lives on the line to keep our
communities safe. The heart-wrenching deaths of the officers killed in Dallas and Baton Rouge
remain a national tragedy. They are also a grave reminder that we must do everything we can to
help ensure the safety of our police officers when they're in the line of duty. The full and
effective implementation of the Blue Alert Act is essential to this endeavor.

We look forward to working with you on implementing this critical law and look forward to your
response.

Sincerely,
enjamin L. Cardin  Lindsey O. Gr
ss  Senator Senator er of Congress

Bill Pascrell, Jr.
Member of Con




