Earmark For Veterans' Care

Monday, May 3, 2010
CongressDaily (excerpt): House Veterans Affairs Chairman Bob Filner is fighting for more funding for veterans' mental health. Filner is "[i]nspired by what he considers reliable studies that conclude far more Vietnam War veterans committed suicide than the 58,000-plus killed on the battlefield." He is pushing for 15 percent of all war funding to go towards veteran treatment. "He said he will attempt to add a veterans' surcharge to the next Defense supplemental appropriations bill expected to come before the House 'in a couple of weeks.'" 

"Because military men and women in uniform are stigmatized if they seek professional help for the demons in their minds that can make committing suicide an inviting exit, Filner wants health specialists to evaluate everyone after he or she comes out of a battle zone to determine if they suffer from brain damage or other invisible wounds" (Wilson, 5/3).

