@ongress of the Hnited States
HMashington, BE 20515

January 19, 2021

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
President-elect of the United States
Biden-Harris Transition
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President-elect Biden:

Congratulations on your well fought victory. We look forward to working with you and your
incoming administration. We commend you for your public commitments to rejoin the Paris
Agreement under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. Addressing the
climate crisis is one of the most pressing challenges for our country and the world. Failing to act
not only threatens the health of our natural resources, but our national security and long-term
economic growth. Multilateral environmental agreements (“MEAs”) play an important role in
protecting our environment for future generations. Therefore, we strongly urge you to take your
commitment to rejoin the Paris Agreement one step further by working with Canada and Mexico
to amend USMCA Article 24.8 (4) to include the Paris Agreement in the list of MEAS covered by
the renegotiated North American Free Trade Agreement (“NAFTA”).

As you know, on December 12, 2015, the international community reached a landmark global
climate agreement to combat climate change. This agreement was intended to marshal the
international community behind intensifying investments needed to keep a global temperature rise
well below two degrees Celsius (above pre-industrial levels) and to pursue efforts to limit the
temperature increase even further to 1.5 degrees Celsius. This agreement is a strong global
response to the threat of climate change which acknowledges that all:

“Parties should, when taking action to address climate change, respect, promote and
consider their respective obligations on human rights, the right to health, the rights of
indigenous peoples, local communities, migrants, children, persons with disabilities and
people in vulnerable situations and the right to development, as well as gender equality,
empowerment of women and intergenerational equity.”

By announcing the withdrawal of the United States from the Paris Agreement, Donald Trump
ignored the science and reality of climate change’s impacts. House Democrats in the 116th

Congress attempted to reassert America’s commitment to the international community by passing
H.R. 9, the Climate Action Now Act."

While there is little question that international trade contributes to the negative impacts of climate
change, our trade agreements fail to even mention climate change, much less meaningfully and
adequately address climate change contributors, like illegal deforestation and air pollution. The
volume of global trade has more than tripled since 1994, when the original NAFTA went into



effect. Over that same time period, annual global carbon emissions have increased by more than
60 percent. The Trump administration did nothing to reverse these trends in its initial renegotiation
of NAFTA.

The final renegotiated NAFTA commits the United States, Canada, and Mexico to adopt,
implement, and maintain seven MEAs. ' Pursuant to Article 24.8.5, a process was established for
all signatories to add additional MEASs covered under the agreement." That list should be amended
to include the Paris Agreement. Such an action would help restore the United States’ role as a
leader in addressing the climate crisis and demonstrate how trade agreements can be utilized to
advance climate goals. Further, the renegotiated NAFTA provides a unique opportunity for the
United States, Canada, and Mexico to strengthen North American cooperation and prioritization
in addressing environmental harms and ensure all parties are held accountable for promises made
under the Paris Agreement.

Our constituents and communities feel the negative impacts of our changing climate. Sea levels
are rising at alarming rates." Natural disasters are becoming more frequent."' Extreme weather
events are disrupting lives, causing economic hardship, and increasing the financial pressure for
individuals and all levels of government."" To address these existential threats to humanity, we
must use all tools at our disposal.

Binding climate standards that protect the environment and our communities are one such tool
needed in our trade agreements. Including enforceable environmental standards in our trade
agreements creates more equitable competition between the United States and our trading partners.
Establishing binding climate standards in agreements between our trading partners is needed to
create a deterrence for companies that are not conscious of their social and environmental impact
from being incentivized to using our trade agreements to take their manufacturing elsewhere.

Thank you very much for your time and attention to our request to engage our North American
allies on our common agenda of addressing climate change through enforceable trade agreements.
Including the Paris Agreement in the list of MEAs covered by the renegotiated NAFTA is an
opportunity for the United States, Canada, and Mexico to show global leadership in collectively
tackling the climate crisis. We are eager to work with you and the incoming administration to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and tackle the climate crisis with the absolute urgency it
demands.

Bill Pascrell, Jr.
Member of Congress
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v https://www.climate.gov/news-features/understanding-climate/climate-change-global-sea-level
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